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ACTS xx. 25, 26. 


And now behold, I know that ye all, among 
whom IT bave gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, ſhall ſee my face no more: wherefore 1 


take you to record this day, that Tam pure 
from the blood of all men. 


E 0 R probably ſhall you ever more 
ſee my face, nor I yours; for 
Tl the time of my departure is come: 
(IN and I go a great diſtance ; and to a 
8 
habitation far aſunder from yours: 
a diſtance that forms a great part of the cir- 
cumference of this huge globe: a habitati- 
on as wide from yours, that the Earth itſelf 
will interpoſe between us. Our preſent part- 
ing therefore looks as if it would be (like that 
of Paul, and his hearers) a parting for- ever. 
The parting of friends is always afflictive : but 
parting for ever adds to affliction an uncom- 
mon ſolemnity: in ſo much that parting with 
friends at death yields not greater ; ſometimes, 
not ſo great and ſolemn afflictions; for thus 
they are compared. ** Weep not for the 
** dead, neither bemoan him: but weep ſore | 
for him that goeth away; for he ſhall re- 
_ © turn no more, nor ſee his native country”. 
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Jer. xxii 10. This laſt indeed was not Paul's 
caſe; for at the time he was going to Jeruſa- 
lem, ver. 22. And yet fee how moving the 
interview, They all wept fore, and fell on 
* Paul's neck and kifſed him: ſorrowing moſt 
of all for the words that he ſpake, That they 
* ſhould ſee his face no more, ver. 37. In the 
above ſituation, the hearers muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be very attentive ; for they were to hear Paul's 
Haſt ſermon ; and to take of him, the laſt vie: 
and the preacher alſo very anxious to ſay ſome- 
thing of the laſt conſequence. But his deter- 
mination to be in Jeruſalem at Pentecoſt made 
his time ſhort, and his hurry great : and con- 
ſequently could not enter on a long detail of 
doctrines, precepts, exhortations, and warnings. 
And yet in ſaying his laſt he muſt ſay much 
bin a little time, and in few words: ſomethin 
chat would look like finiſhing the edifice whoſe 
foundation he, as a wiſe maſter-builder, had 
Jaid. And how does he go about it ? it follows, 

1 preached the kingdom of God among you: 
obere ore I take you to record that I am pure 
rom the blood of you all. An admirable contri- 
vance | For hereby he does, in effect, repeat 
to them at once alli that he had preached among 
them—And withal, drops a conſideration that 
4 need engage their future regard thereto. 

or 


1. What could he propoſe, or what uſe could 
his hearers make of this declaration have 


breached the kingdom of God among you but 
the referring of them back to all he had preach- 


cd 
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ed night and day, in public, and from houſe to 
houſe for the ſpace of three years, ver. 31.? A 
recollection avon in his abſence, he plainly 
demands. And what fo proper; fince nothing 
could be fo like Paul's future miniſtry as calling 
to mind his paſt ſermons ? It would be a Paul's 
ſecond preaching to them, as chewing the cud 
is a ſecond feeding. This was providing a ſup- 
ply for them, when he ſhould finally leave 
them. And 

2. What but ſecuring their future regard to 
what they heard could he intend, or they infer 
from the declaration that follows — [call you to 
record, that I am pure from your blood ? An alar- 
ming thought! And therefore a likely expedi- 
ent to gain his purpoſe. Blood-guiltineſs was 
in the caſe ! And where could it fall? Not on 
the preacher : for he ſtood clear of it. There- 
fore on the hearers, if on any. At ſuch a de- 
claration they could not avoid being ſtartled and 
alarmed. Could not help ſeeing the neceſſity 
of recollecting and improving what had been 
inculcated. And that a neglect thereof was to 
be dreaded as ſelf- murder. | | 

And as we are now circumſtanced in ſome 
reſpects like Paul and his hearers at Miletus, it 
will ſurely be wiſe in me; and I hope profitable 
to you, to be a humble imitator of him. You 
know that I have gone among you ſor 2 whole 
year preaching the kingdom of God. And I 
know that I have purpoſed, and my conſcience 
tells me I have performed my office in ſuch a 
manner, as to ſtand clear of the blood of all 
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my hearers. If fo, I have in that reſpect ſaved 


my own foul ; and left you without an excuſe : 
and therefore ſhall not be afraid to meet you at 


the day of judgment. But notwithſtanding my - 


having ſo done, yet am I not ſatisfied. Your 
eſcaping this ſoul-ſuicide, and acting ſo as not 
to want an excule, are the pointsthat run away 
with my warmeſt folicitude. That any of you 


ſhould die in his blood at all, is what Idread ; 
what deprecate ; what 1 have exerted: my ſelf 


to prevent; and what gave me pain, becauſe it 
was a thing poſſible. Permit me therefore to 
repeat the ſubſtance of my twelvemonth's mini- 
| ftry among you; and to intreat your future re- 
gard thereto, as a thing which as much con- 
| Cerns your blood to improve, as it did my blood 


to deliver. And though I cannot do it by ſuch 


| ſhort and maſterly hints as our apoſtle uſes, yet 
| would I not therefore decline the attempt. 


1. I have told you at ſundry times, that your 
| ſtate by nature and practice is ſinful : and 
| therefore a loſt and undone ſtate. That the 


law of commandments, which you have bro- 
ken, condemns you. That the cords of guilt, 


| (like irons on a felon's limbs) tie your hands 
| and feet for the dreadful execution, ſum'd up in 
| this word HELL. That incenſed juſtice is rea- 

dy to finiſh the buſineſs. And that nothing but 

the thin partition of life ſeparates between 
vou and this direfu] event. I aſked you often, 
| Whether you believe this to be a true ſtate of 
your caſe as ſinners? And ſuppoſed you have an- 
iwered me in the affirmative. And I did fo 
in order to enquire, Whether that belief hath 
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awakened your fears; and urged you to ſeek 
a deliverance ; and would not let you alone till 


you obtained? If not, your belief concerning 


you ſtate is but a ſham ; and convictions of its 
wretchedneſs are ſtrangersto you. For to know 
that a man is loſing Heaven, and gang faſt to- 
wards Hell; and at the ſame time be eaſy a- 
bout the event, are impoſſible things. Never 
to have been terrified at your condition is never 
to have known it to be miſerable. Never to 
have known its miſery is never to have con- 
cerned yourſelves in earneſt about a falvation 
from it. Therefore, my brethren, think of 
this, when you cannot hear me ſpeak thus. 
2. Next to your being loſt by fin, I have 
made it my buſineſs to urge and alledge from 
ſcripture, that you cannot ſave yourſelves. 
And tho in this view of the matter I ſhould 
ſeem to have oppoſed no man, nor to have. 
militated againſt any opinion; yet, if I miſ- 
take not, the ſenſe of many teachings, and to 
which the ſentiments of too many ht:arers ac- 
cord, is, That God hath put us in a ſalvable 
ſtate; and that ſalvation itſelf is our work. 
But as no man will concern himſelf about 
ſalvation till he be convinced he is loſt: fo. 
will no man depend on the Saviour of them that 


are loſt, till he be perſuaded he cannot fave 


himſelf. Therefore I laboured to convince 
you that you cannot be your own ſaviours. 
For admitting that atonement is made for a 


man's fins, and fo juſtice ſatisfied ; the threat- 


nings of God verified; law to have had its 


11 
courſe; ſtipulated bleſſings ſecured : and righ- 


teouſneſs to juſtify us wrought out, yet are theſe 


rather external preparations for ſalvation, than 
falvation itſelf. To vill a ſalvation from fin 


is a git, how willing ſoever we may be to 


be ſaved from the puniſhments of fin. So is 
repentance of fin a gift; for that ſorrow, and 
grief, and affliction which men exerciſe in a 
roſpe& of coming evils are not repentance ; 
— the workings of the natural law of ſelf-pre- 
ſervation, common to all animals. To believe 
every thing (within the ſphere of human af- 
fairs) that is exhibited with ſufficient evidence, 
is in our power; but that faith which availeth 
in the concerns of falvation is alſo a gift. 
| Change our life from evil, to good courſes we 
may: but changing the heart, ſo as to ſtand 
| averſe to evil; and kindly affectionate to God 
and goodneſs, is an act of divine power. We 
may have the fleſh waſhed, commonly called 
being baptized; but waſhing moral nature (ſig- 
nified thereby) who but Deity can effect? And 
if the above things be the gifts and operations 
of God; and if we cannot be ſaved without 
them, 1s it not obvious that no man can ſave 
F himſelf? And therefore remember this alſo, as 
you probably do the texts that were uſed in 
perſuading you of ſuch inability in the crea- 
ture. Then : 
3. I have preached Chriſt to you as the Sa- 
viour of them that are loſt. And that more or 
Jeſs in every ſermon, becauſe the drift of every 


ſermon was the ſalvation of your fouls. Did I 
4 tell 
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tell you, you are loſt ? It was to ſhew your need 
of him. Did I perſuade you, you cannot fave 
yourſelves ? It was to lead you to him who 
alone can ſave you. Did ] tell you, you could 
not make atonement for fins ? It was to gain 
your regard to him that is the propitiation. 
Did 1 urge, that you are defective in divine 
knowledge; cannot be juſtified by your good 
works ; cannot make yourſelves holy ; cannot 
regain your loſt liberty? It was to point you to 
him who is our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti- 
fication, and redemption. In a word, Did I 


tell you in what ſenſe you were nothing, had 


nothing, could do nothing, and wanted every 
thing? It was to ſhew, That he is ALL to you, 
has ALL for you, will do ALL in you; and 
that you can have neither wiſh nor want, fear 
nor defire which will not find ſatisfaction in 
him. His nature; his relations to his people; 
his covenant ; his love; his death ; his media- 
tion ; and his fulneſs would unavoidably come 
in whenever the ſalvation of loſt and ruined 
man was the point laboured at. 
4. Have I not again and again preached up 
the neceſſity of an inward and habitual fitneis 
for heaven ? the beginning of which is called 


a new birth; and its proceſs, converſton, and 


ſandification. And why did I repreſent this 


change as the effect of divine power; and pro- 
moted by means, but in order to fix your de- 
pendence on the divine being; and gain your 
application to the means of grace? And why 
did I plead the neceſſity of it? but becauſe the 
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nature of man, and the nature of God and hea- 
ven are ſuch, that man cannot be happy with 
{| God, except he be changed from the devi- 
lis, to a divine temperament and diſpoſition. 
To be pardoned ; to be reſcued from Hell; to 
be juſtified ; and to go to Heaven, are objects 
of ſtrong and univerſal ſolicitude, while a fit- 
neſs for Heaven is but little, and ſeldom 
thought of. But what would theſe avail with- 
cout the other, if they could be ſeparately obtain- 
ed? Can a ſoul that loves fin be happy in a 
place where no fin is; no ſenſual gratifications to 
be had? His habitual hankerings after things 
which he cannot find in Heaven would make 
him miſerable even there, Can a ſoul that 
loves not God; nor delights in holineſs be 
happy with God, and gratified in holy company 
and employments? No: they would be a 
| wearineſs to him; and a contradiction of all his 
capacities of happineſs, and taſte for pleaſure. I 
call to record this day that I have endeavou- 
red to rivet this ſentiment in your minds, like 
a nail in a ſure place. Never therefore, O ne- 
ver diſcontinue your anxieties about a fitneſs 
for heaven while you hope to go to Heaven | 
F. I have conſidered ſome of my audience 
as ſenſible, and newly awakened finners ; who 
not only cry wretched men] Who ſhall deliver 
? but who alſo (on a compariſon of the 
F juſtice and threatnings of God with their own 
condition), were ready to ſay, Who can be ſa- 
ved? To them I have ſhewn the way that God 
hath fixed upon to bring his ſons to glory; fo 


= 

as to let them ſee that God may be juſt, and 
true tho he ſhould reſcue ſinners from Hell, to 
which his word, and juſtice had doomed them; 
and bring them to heaven, from which both 
had excluded them. And that was (1) By 
verifying his threatnings, and ſatisfying his juſ- 
tice in puniſhing his Son r o R them, after hav- 
ing firſt laid their ſins on him. And (2) By 
accounting what his Son ſuffered and did, as 
the ſufferings and deeds of the ſinners them- 
ſelves, commonly called imputation of righte- 
ouſneſs : in conſequence of which a title to hea- 
ven commences. Therefore no contrite ſinner 
needs deſpair of ſalvation : nay may be confi- 
dent of it. How then could a miniſtry that 
exhibited ſuch relief to diſtrefled fouls, be 
deemed too harſh and productive of deſperati- 
on and madneſs ? Unconvinced finners are too 
indifferent to be deſperate. And they that have 
received ſtrong convictions, have too ſolid a re 
lief to admit of deſpair. 

6. I have alſo ſuppoſed in my audience ſome 
of the higheſt claſs in the ſchool of Chriſt ; whe 
claim a property in the everlaſting love of God 
and judge all his decrees and promiſes to ſtand 
engaged in their favour ; who ſay, in the Lora 
have we righteouſneſs; and all the privileges 
and immunities of the children of God are ours 
For the ſake of theſe, I have exhibited the 
ſcripture characteriſtics of ſuch a claſs ; that 1 
my audience ſhould ſtand the teſts, their jo 
might be full : if not, that preſumption and 
falſe hope might be prevented.; the ſand) 
B 2 toundatiog 
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foundation diſcovered; and I eſcape the error of 
| amuſing, inſtead of edifying them. And here- 
in I took my meaſures from an Apoſtle, who 
cries, Make your calling and election ſure : and 


| 
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from another, whoſe language is, Try and 
prove yourſekves. And I intreat you to think of 
| | this, when you ſee my face no more. 

J. I have when I firſt came among you 
placed the religion of Jeſus in Love: Love to 
God, and love to man. So that they who have 

| | that religion, are loving and lovely. So that 
where this love is wanting, that religion is 
wanting. So that all words and works in- 
conſiſtent with love are irreligiouss And I 
mention this love laſt alfo ; becauſe I would 
have you conſider it as the alpha and the omega 
| | of chriſtianity —— Thus have I endeavoured 
to aſſiſt you to recollect the principal things you 
have heard for a twelvemonth paſt. And I in- 
treat your future regard thereto. And may 
God help you to improve All! 

& 1 muſt now defiſt from ſpeaking for God; 
Wand ſpeaking to you in this place. But were 
] to do that without ſome acknowledgments of 
{favours from God and man, I ſhould ſeem to 
be defective in my duty to both. 
1. If any good has been done here this year, 
we owe God thanks for it. And! hope there, 
has. An unuſual gathering of people to this 
| . a 

place might at firſt be owing to curioſity: but 
the continuance and increaſe of that gathering 


| uſt have another cauſe ; which I hope is the 


moving 
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moving of the Spirit of God on the face of 
things in this town, and neighbourhood. The 
ſeriouſneſs I have obſerved here, confirms me in 
that hope. The frequent free-will-offerings 
that have been made here, argue that the offe- 
rers prize what they hear more than their mo- 
ney ; and this argues a taſte for piety. The 
number of theſe hearers that have been added 
to the church, infer that God hath given effica- 
cy to means. A number fo conſiderable, as to 
equal (within one) the number that met in 
communion, when I firſt adminiſtred the Lord's 
Supper in this place. And theſe, perſons whoſe 
education led them another way. Beſides; 
breaches have been made up. Varying parties 
reconciled. And the ſtrong prejudices againſt 
us as a community have been happily removed : 
ſo that they who hated us have ſhewn us fa- 
vours. Surely the laſt year ſeems to have been a 
ſet time to favour this Zion. Therefore let us 
now join in chorus with the royal finger, © Not 
© unto me: not unto us 2 to thy great 

“ name, O Lord, be the glory. Thou haſt 
<« built the houſe, elſe the builders had labour- 
« edin vain.” TER ID 
2. If public favours from men require pub- 
lick acknowledgments, I can't avoid making 
them now. When neither you nor I thought 
of this parting, your ſatisfaction in me, and 
kindneſs to me were maniteſt ; and I am thank- 
ful. Your efforts to raiſe me a competent fala- 
ry were ſuch indeed as I had read of, but ne- 
ver ſaw before: for I bear you record that 
| cc to 
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“ to your power, yea and beyond your power, 
you have abounded in liberality this way.” 
And when the propoſals I received from Ame- 
rica were known, I could not but obſerve the 
concern; nay the tears they occaſioned. The 
remonſtrance you drew up; the meſſenger you 
| ſent with it to the parties concerned ; and the. 
methods by which you propoſed to augment my 
income (could I ſtay) were arguments of the 
ſincerity of your friendſhip ; and of your ſtrong 
deſires for my continuance among you 
And as for the people of the town and neigh- 
bourhood, I owe them public thanks, and now 
deſire their acceptance thereof; for their deport- 
ment to me has been not only polite, but bene- 
ficent. Attempts were made to harraſs me 
when I firſt came here: but becauſe they were 
| LITTLE the mover was ſuſpected, and the de- 
ſign diſcountenanced by perſons who are as far 
Ws above mean things as they are ſuperior to others 
by their characters and fortunes. Their ſolici- 
ting my company at their public entertainments 
and houſes I eſteem as marks of reſpect. The 
able advice | had, while my family was in im- 
minent danger; the frequent and friendly at- 
tendance, though fees were rejected. The ſup- 
plying me with things neceſſary towards reco- 
very of health, which were not to be had for 
money. The uſe of gentlemens carriages. 
The deſires which ſome of them expreſſed for 
my continuance in town. The proffer which 
Is many made of their aſſiſtance to render my ſtay 
i | eaſy, I now acknowledge with all thankfulneſs. 
| | Nor 
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for you, receive one word of advice. 


# z. You have already, by faſting and prayers 
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Nor am I leſs thankful to them whoſe friend- 
ſhip to me would have been more fully known 
after their death. And the general regret at my 
departure which wets ſo many cheeks in this 
aflembly, gives my heart oF ſenſible touches 
of ſympathy——This being the caſe, you may 
be ſure I leave the town, and this congregation 
with great reluctance. And I muſt own, with 
great fears too, if intereſt, and not a ſenſe of 
duty were the ſwaying motive. But if I am 
not much deceived in myſelf, the latter is the 
cauſe. I have wanted nothing here. And if 
the expences of my family have been great 
this year, God hath found ways to give me 
more than double the income I expected. The 
dangers before me are not few. The quitting 
my native country, friends, and relations (pro- 
bably) for ever, is grievous. And yet after a 
mature conſideration ; and conſulting my ho- 
noured friends; and brethren in the miniſtry, it 
appears to me I ought to go. And as I cannot 
ſuſpect your friendſhip for me, give me leave to 
tell you, That I ſhall eſteem this the higheſt 
inſtance of it, viz. To pray God to give me 
ſucceſs in my office in the place whither I am 
going. And as an inſtance of my friendſhip 


made applications for a miniſter to the Head of 

all churches. When he comes, let me intreat 

you to make the evidence of his divine miſſion, 

and the divine preſence with him, the guide of 

your opinion of him, and behaviour towards 
| f 
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W him ; for it is not he whom men approve, but 
W whom God commends that is a miniſter of the 
i Goſpel. To oppoſe, or diſcourage, or weaken 
| the hands of ſuch a one: to expreſs diſſatisfacti- 
on and diſlike towards him, will be fighting 
W againſt God; and declaring, That what plea- 
ſeth God, pleaſeth not you. And tho' the 
W pretences upon which you will act in this man- 
ner may appear fair and plauſible, yet all you 
can conclude is, That they are the temptations 
of a Devil transformed to an angel of light. 
Therefore I wiſh you would pay a ſpecial re- | 
gard to the above advice in judging and acting. 
Etiſe you may act over again the part of the 
W Jews in a lower degree, who diſliked, clamou- 
ed againſt, and rejected the Beſt of Preach- 
ers. 

4. I muſt now take my leave of you. There- 
fore my dear brethren and ſiſters, Farewel— 
And you my dear hearers and kind neighbours, 
Farewel. Though I may ſee your faces, or 
ou mine no more in this world, yet we may 
Win Heaven. In hope of which, once more, 
} Farewel.— 
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